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One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret,[a] the people were crowding
around him and listening to the word of God.2 He saw at the water s edge two boats, |eft
there by the fishermen, who were washing their nets. 3 He got into one of the boats, the
one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out alittle from shore. Then he sat down
and taught the people from the boat.4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon,
Put out into deep water, and let down the nets for acatch.5 Simon answered, Master,

we ve worked hard al night and haven t caught anything. But because you say so, | will
let down the nets.6 When they had done so, they caught such alarge number of fish that
their nets began to break.7 So they signaled their partnersin the other boat to come and
help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to sink.

The law of first investment: you have to give your boat first before asking fish. Peter s
inability to catch fish was a big problem yet Peter allowed Jesus to use his boat despite
beingin crisis.

Never make a demand from arelationship you haven t deposited into.
Relate with people from the position of value instead of demanding for your needs to be

met. When you relate with people from the position of value, they Il also value you as
well.

There are demands you don t make until rapport is made.

Be careful about the kind of demands you make in relationships and the timing of the
demand.



The law of attention: don t be narrow minded. Jesus paid attention and saw from the boat
what Peter couldn t see from the boat. To Peter the boat was only for fishing but to
Jesus, the boat was an instrument of preaching the gospel.

Relationships operate like bank accounts. Y ou should make deposits before making demands.
We must be willing to givefirst.

The law of reciprocity: never use anybody s boat without giving anything in return.

Peter willingly gave Jesus his boat without making any demand and Jesus met hisneed in
reciprocity.

Never take from someone without the intention of giving back. We must learn from Jesus
and also give back according to our capability.

What are you giving back?

Listen to the full sermon on Y ouTube https://youtu.be/3Kg7ZjnrQk4



